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“We made a mad dash for the
front door and looked up. The sky
black  with  American
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he traveled across Europe.

“In Naples we were put in
barvacks where they had held
the Olympics, and the swim-
ming pool was there,” he said.
“{ took advantage of that.”

Baudouine was on a banana
boat that had been converted
into a transport ship carrying
military personnel to the South
Pacific when the war ended.

“We were in the Atlantic near
the Panama Canal when they
dropped the bombs on Japan,”
he said. The ship made its way
into the canal.

The ship’s commander called
all 1,500 men together to make
an announcement Baudouine
would never forget

“This ship is headcd 0 ..
New York City, USA” Bau-
douine said. “It was the way he
paused when he said it. Every-
body was tense.

“Did we jump? Oh, boy, did

e,” Baudouine said. “I saw
that ship come three feet out of
the water. There was a lot of
cheering.”

He got home in October 1945.
In December, he married Flo-
rence Peterson. The two had
dated on and off for years since
they et at church when they
were 11.

“She and her mother made
me care packages with home-
made fudge and pecan pra-
lines,” Baudouine said.”

¥lorence also played piano
for the USO Club in Chicago,
but it was against the rules to
date the servicemen.

“When ¥ got home on leave 1
went down and joined the
gang,” Baudouine said. “We got
special permission from the
director to go out.”

The Baudouines have been
married 61 years and raised
four children.
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Yeterans to D.C.

Pines Village has raised
$88,353 toward its $115,000
goal to send 40 veterans and
support personnel on the Tour
of Duty, Taking our Veterans to
D.C. trip Oct. 4-8.The
retirement community is
looking for more volunteers 1o
assist in the following events
to raise the remaining
$26,647.

B2 Fifth Third Bank parking lot,
adjacent to the European
Market, Chesterton, 8 a.m, © 2
p.mi., Saturdays through
September.

& 29th annual Popcom
Festival, Cookie Sales,
Downtown Valparaiso, 7 a.m.
to 6:30 p.m. Saturday.

& Tour of Duty Fest, Benefit
Dinner and Dance, Ametican
Legion, Wanatah, 6 p.m. to
midnight Sept. 15.

To volunteer for all events,
ticket sales and to donate
door prizes call Pines Village,
465-1591.

Charles
Baudouine

Birthplace: Chicago
Birthday: Feb. 25, 1922
Mititary service: 1.5, Air
Force, 1943-1945
Family: Married to Florence,
61 years, Four children
Education: Bowen High
School, Chicago, Class of
1940.

Employment: Chemical
operator, Union Carbide,
Whiting, retired



