THE TIMES
Chef loves being back in kitchen 

Sue Bero - Times Correspondent | Posted: Monday, August 3, 2009 12:00 am
[image: image1.jpg]



                                   Things are heating up in the kitchen for Dawn Edelen.

                                   The new chef at Campbell Street Cafe, 4245 Meridian Woods Drive, is creating a fresh updated menu to include breakfast, salads, wraps and sandwiches and a daily lunch special like sesame chicken over rice.

Asian wraps, Italian chicken sandwiches, and Edelen's original Chicken Parmesan pesto wrap will be added along with smoothies, yogurt parfaits and freshly baked cakes, muffins and cinnamon rolls.

The ultimate grilled cheese sandwich will remain on the menu.

The Valparaiso resident is no stranger in the food industry. She owned and operated Dawn's Diner and Catering in Valparaiso for 10 years and in 2004 became catering supervisor at Valparaiso University.

"I was still with food, but I wasn't cooking it and it wasn't the same," she said. "I love cooking and I love people, this is a good fit for me."

Edelen likes the bright and homey atmosphere of the restaurant that draws familiar faces, many of whom she had not seen since for years. "It's funny when you live in the same town, people come in all the time and when I sold my business, I never saw them."

Manning the one-woman kitchen with ease, Edelen has taken on the additional role of restaurant manager.

With a passion for cooking and creating delicious foods that all started with a cookbook given to her by her grandmother, who is 92 years old and living in Minden, Nev., Edelen is back where she belongs doing what she loves most. "I'm so happy now."
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